
The world by 2030: Together, we design and shape the Future!

Gerd Leonhard, Futurist 



PRAGUE 2035 
according to DallE & Runway AI



“The Future exists first in IMAGINATION, then in WILL, then in REALITY” (Barbara Marx-Hubbard)



Telosa (USA)







“It’s (the Metaverse) 
about a time when 

immersive digital worlds 
become the primary way 

we live our lives”

(The MetaPerverse)



The future is no longer an extension of the present



The 3 waves of change that city planners need to keep in mind 









Pivot Point 2025

CRISIS  
Conflicts 
Confusion 
Challenges



2030 Economics 





Rethink





Big Blue Big Green Big Purple



11 TECHNOLOGICAL GAME CHANGERS IMPACTING URBAN FUTURES







‘Software is eating the world’ (2010) Now, AI will ‘eat’ software.



AI is now a General Purpose Technology (and Science)



AI: A huge boost for city planners’ capabilities: CAVA





Culture eats Technology for Breakfast
Societies are driven by their technology but defined by their HUMANITY



SPATIAL COMPUTING: human–computer interaction techniques that are perceived by users as taking place in  
the real world, in and around their natural bodies and physical environments, instead of constrained to screens



Architect 2030 
AI, VR / MR +++



“Every professional will have an AI ASSISTANT of their own, 
within the next 3 years” (Thomson Reuters Report 2024)



What are AI agents? An artificial intelligence (AI) agent refers to a system or program that is capable of autonomously 
performing tasks on behalf of a user or another system by designing its workflow, using a variety of available tools. 







The End of Routine: huge change in what humans do, how, where and why





If you work like a robot, a robot will take your job!



Machine Intelligence ≠ Human Intelligence
Machines DON’T ‘think’ or ‘feel’ 
Machines DON’T have hunches 
Machines DON’T ‘understand’ 

Machines DON’T imagine 
Machines DON’T care





Sustainability leaders 
Climate resilience experts 
Data-driven visionaries  
Interdisciplinary collaborators 
Social impact designers  
Public space creators  
Cultural curators 

New technologies, new cities, new jobs









There’s more to human life than connectivity, data and intelligence!







Bottom Lines and Action Items
The Future cannot be predicted - but it can be observed and anticipated 

“The Future exists first in imagination, then in will, then in REALITY” 
The Future is created by Optimists (‘pessimism of the mind’ is OK!) 

Your Mindset contains your Future: Question your assumptions! 
Spend 45 minutes in/on the future every single day* 

EMBRACE TECHNOLOGY - BUT DON’T BECOME IT!



“We are to be architects of the future, not its victims”   
(Buckminster Fuller)


